Impact of a weakened economy on dental practice.
A downturn in the economy will have an impact on the delivery of dental services. However, the consequences of this eventuality may be softened by: 1. continuing decreases in the ratio of active private practitioners per resident population; 2. limitations in available auxiliary personnel; 3. an awareness of populations that are more apt to maintain their use of dental services; and 4. an increase in efforts to provide care to underserved populations.